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Guess, Measure, Weigh
FOCUS
Math: length, weight
Science: using measurement tools

GROUPING
whole class, small groups

ACTIVITY

2.

4.

Show a pair of scissors to the class and have students guess how long it is and how much it 
weighs. List the estimates on the board. Then use a ruler to measure the length of the 
scissors. Did anyone guess the correct length? Demonstrate how to use a scale to weigh the 
scissors. (If the class will be using different types of scales, demonstrate each type.) Did 
anyone guess the correct weight? 

1.

Divide the class into small groups of four students each. Give each group a copy of the
activity sheet. Instruct each group to cut the cards apart on the dashed lines, estimate
the lengths of the objects that are pictured on the cards, and arrange the cards from
shortest object to longest object. 

SUPPLIES  
• Copies of the Guess, Measure, and

Weigh Activity Sheet (1 per small
group)

• Kitchen scales and/or balance scales
• Scissors
• Rulers
• Scratch paper
• Pencils
• Items pictured on the activity sheet

(1 of each per small group)

Give each group a ruler and the objects that are pictured on the cards. Instruct the groups to 
measure the actual objects, record the lengths on scratch paper, and rearrange the cards as 
necessary. When the groups have completed the task, ask if there was any group that did 
not need to rearrange their cards.

3.

Distribute scales (1 per group). Have students repeat the process with weights instead of 
lengths. First, the groups should estimate the weights of the objects and arrange the cards 
from lightest object to heaviest object. Then students should weigh each object, record its 
weight on scratch paper, and rearrange the order of the cards as necessary.

When the groups have weighed the objects, discuss the results.5.
Was there any group that did not need to rearrange its cards? 
Are the shortest objects always the lightest?
Was the weight of any object surprising? In what way?

•
•
•



metal spoon apple hard-boiled egg

bar of soap toothpaste dog bone

small toy car can of soup bag of chips
(single-serving size)
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